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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Introductory Comments 



The accompanying patent application is a continuation application under 37 CFR § 
1 .53(b) of co-pending prior application Serial No. 10/290,052, filed on November 6, 2002, which 
is a continuation of patent application Serial No. 09/663,598 filed on September 15, 2000, now 
abandoned. A Notice of Allowance was mailed on January 16, 2004 in the 10/290,052 
application, which required that the issue fee be paid by April 16, 2004. Rather than paying the 
issue fee, Applicants have elected to file the accompanying continuation application together 
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with this Preliminary Amendment and the accompanying IDS. Applicants request that the fees 

associated with this application be calculated after entry of this Preliminary Amendment. 

Please amend the above-identified application filed herewith as follows: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 3 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of the claims which begins on 
page 4 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 8 of this paper. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge the Jones Day's Deposit Account No. 50-2468 
for any fees, including any extension of time fees, necessitated by this filing. 
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